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those who are convinced that while the situation is perilous, it is rich in challenge
for those with ideals; that there are golden opportunities for those who are
prepared to face times which are arduous and even hazardous.
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DR. McLachlan's Handbook on Diagnosis and Treatment of Venereal Diseases first appeared in
1944. Its well-deserved popularity, together with the rapid advances in the treatment of Venereal
Disease since the introduction of the antibiotics, have been responsible for a fourth edition since
that date.
The present edition shows changes chiefly in the sections dealing with the treatment of the
Venereal Diseases, though other modifications have also been made. A sane balanced outlook
on modern therapeutic methods is set out and the importance of combining the old methods with
the new in the various stages of the treatment of syphilis is upheld. The danger of the Jarisch-
Herxheimer reaction in relation to penicillin therapy in both congenital and acquired syphilis
is rightly emphasised: a point which is sometimes overlooked by the modern clinician. The
inadequacy of and the disappointing end results obtained in the early days of penicillin treatment
of syphilis is mentioned and the importance of prolonged clinical and serological follow-up after
treatment of syphilis is stressed. Caution is expressed with regard to the end results of penicillin
therapy in C.N.S. syphilis where much depends on the individual clinician treating the patient.
Modern advances in the treatment of Gonorrhcea and other Venereal Diseases is discussed.
The necessity of careful diagnosis before the exhibition of the antibiotics, and the importance
of thorough follow-up after treatment is emphasised.
The standard of production has been maintained with clear print, good paper, and excellent
illustrations. The temptation for successive editions to increase in size has been avoided by the
pruning of all irrelevant material and the present work contains only four more pages than the
first edition.
This excellent little book has maintained the promise of its earlier editions, and can continue
to be recommended with confidence to both the medical student and busy practitioner alike.
J. S. McC
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